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Meeting Notes- Meeting 4
Young Fabians Policy Commission

International Affairs and Security

Monday 6th July- New Methods of Interventionism

How do we stabilize the worlds poorest regions and help combat terrorism at its roots?   Guest speaker: Lord Soley
The origins of the doctrine of New Labour’s Liberal Interventionism or 'Muscular Interventionism' have begun to seem muddied in the context of a decline in support for Afghanistan and the withdrawal from Iraq. 

There is a need to reassess Interventionism on the grounds of a consistent narrative based on when to intervene and why intervene. This should be founded upon a consistent and clear relationship between morality and the rule of law. Interventionism cannot be founded upon hubris, neo colonial ambition or economic aspiration. 

Liberal Interventionism as a strand of British foreign policy originates to the ending of the international slave trade. Britain breached international law and yet upheld its moral position by refusing to trade with international nations who traded in slaves. It did not seek legal cover from its action but argued that the force of its moral standpoint justified its actions. 

The contemporary context is clearly different with international institutions governing our approaches to interventionism and the rule of international law. The question is how to resolve having international law on your side as well as the case of international moral opinion. 

Brings us back to earlier debates: 

· Reform of the security council is essential 

· UN Humanitarianism is crucial

Recommendations: 

There is clearly no clean cut solution to these problems and a strict criteria for interventionism should be established at the international level. This would grant credibility to any action undertaken in the name of a nation state or a group of nations. The UK should lead on drawing up this international criteria. it should contain a scaled response of liberal interventions as part of a charter for intervention to promote stability, guarantee standards, uphold the rule of international law and the right to live in peace. Future proposals should include:

· Increased regionalism should empowered through new structures within the international bodies which allow regional solutions for regional problems. These regional bodies should have the ability to impose the rule of law, economic and political sanctions and decrease unilateralism 

· Political as well as economic tools should be used more often, e.g. UN- exclusion from committees

