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Meeting Notes

Young Fabians Policy Commission

International Affairs and Security, 

Monday, 22nd June

Room R, Portcullis House

Speaker- Dr Tony Klug from the Oxford Research Group

Assessing our economical and political relations with key players in the Middle East. How do we frame our approach to stability in the region? How do we re-stabilize what was once a prosperous part of the world? How do we rethink our approach to conflict resolution? What can we learn from the legacies of other conflicts and how should this shape our future approach?

General context:

The history of the Middle-Eastern conflict is shaped by failed peace-initiatives and repetitive outbreaks of violence. As probably the biggest key player, the US under the Bush-administration failed to show proper commitment to a solution of the conflict. However, President Obama’s recent trip to the Middle East and his more open and positive attitude towards the Arab World give reason for a cautious optimism that a new solution for the conflict might be pursuable. 

The conflict with the Palestinian people is a “constant wound” in Israel’s domestic life and its international standing. A quick resolution is therefore within Israel’s own interest. The occupation of the Palestinian territories must end, preferably with as little pressure from outsiders as possible.

Yet, a policy of leaving the fighting parties to resolve the conflict on their own has failed. The UK must act in accordance with the UN, EU and of course the US, but should also use its own good standing within Israel to influence a new peace initiative. 

Draft recommendations:

True peace will only be achievable if all key players are involved and if interests from all sides will be taken into account. We recommend that the Middle East quartet (UN, EU, USA and Russia) should extend invitations to ALL stakeholders to put forward their own ideas for a solution. These key players are: Israel, the Palestinian representatives Fatah and Hamas and the Palestinian Authority, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt. To prevent unreasonable expectations from all sides which would inevitably lead to a failure of this initiative, the Quartet should draw up a basic framework of realistic rules and expectations which each proposal must stick too. This framework must include: - 

· All proposals must be based on the boarders of 1967

· Jerusalem has to be the shared capital of a sovereign Israeli and Palestinian state

· A right of return for the Palestinian refugees is not viable The demographic realities have changed since 1967. Ideas that have been refused for the last 40 years are not going to be accepted now. The creation of a viable Palestinian state will be more helpful to the Palestinian people than a constant struggle about its territory.

· Jewish settlement can not be part of a sovereign Israeli state. Settlements that are in the Palestinian territories must become part of a Palestinian state, but citizenship should be offered to Jewish settlers. Mutually, Israeli citizenship should be offered to Palestinian e.g. in Jerusalem

Once the proposals have been submitted to the Quartet, it should draw up a final agreement to which all parties have to agree. The role of the Quartet should be the one of an independent mediator. All parties are free to negotiate with each other at any given point during the negotiations. Once a final accord is reached, economical benefits should be offered to reward compliant behaviour, economical sanctions should be applied if any party breaks the agreement. The economical rewards could include:

· A possible membership of the European Economic Trading Area for both Israel and a viable Palestinian state

· US subsidies for initiatives to and from the Arab world which would lead to a normalization of Israel’s relations to its neighbours. Israel must become a state within the Middle East rather than a state apart from it. 

Economical sanctions could include:

· A discontinuation of the current three billion dollar US subsidy to Israel’s military

· A discontinuation of the UN and EU funding of Palestinian infrastructure. 

Sanctions can only be applied for political and military actions, not because of election results. Democratically elected leaders must be respected despite the discontent within the Western world.
