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Meeting Notes

Young Fabians Policy Commission

International Affairs and Security

Tuesday, June 9th

6.30, Committee Room 17, Palace of Westminster

Meeting 2: Shaping better global institutions: The reforms we need to improve the efficiency of our global Institutions
Guest Speaker- Hugo Brady, Research Fellow- Centre for European Reform 
The meeting was divided into two sections to cover political global governance:
1. European Union
2. United Nations
1. European Reform- Discussion  

· In the light of the debates surrounding the referendum on the Lisbon treaty and the ever increasing rise of Euro scepticism there is a need to win the argument on Britain in Europe 

· The consequences of not facing up to the argument could mean that Britain withdraws from the EU losing economic and political clout 

· Progressive parties will always be at an electoral disadvantage if the case is not made before election campaigns begin 

· Britain has achieved many of its national intentions in European governance and economic policy, including expansion, extension of qualified majority voting, Lisbon strategy etc. We should not be shy where we have shaped a Europe that is good for Britain 

· UKIP continue to argue that EU membership costs Britain £40Million a day. How do we settle an argument that the economic benefits outweigh the financial contribution? 

· How do we stress the argument that the political pooling of strength gives us more clout not less? 
Draft Recommendations: 
· Labour should build a progressive coalition of pro Europeans to win the argument that Britain is politically and economically better off in Europe 

· We need to establish that European representation is as part of the governance of Britain as local and national representation. Labour should establish a code of best practice to encourage stronger cooperation between Councillors, MPs and MEPs This should include regular joint campaigns and MEPs should hold surgeries and strengthen their political engagement with young people at schools and Universities. 
· British media take responsibility for accurate journalism to raise both the level of information and debate about Britain's work at European level. A “European Quota” should be introduced for publicly owned media such as the BBC.
· Across civil society, schools, education should look at new strategies for developing a confident approach to Britain's EU membership including information, language provision and access to accurate and high quality information. If we fail to provide information, inaccuracies will continue to be presented as facts

2. International Reform- Discussion 
· In the light of Korea's nuclear tests and Barack Obama's speech in Cairo it is increasingly clear that the UN requires new tools to tackle the issues of the 21st Century 
· What should the distinctions be between the role of the Security Council and the General Assembly? 
· Should there be additional strength for the General Assembly to grant soft economic sanctions?
Draft Recommendations  

· Currently, the UN Security Council represents the world order of 1945.  To create a more modern and representative body, serious consideration should be given to expanding the permanent membership of the Security Council to Brazil, India and Japan.  

· The Soft power of the General Assembly should be increased to include economic sanctions 

· Where appropriate moves towards qualified majority voting should be proposed to weaken the ability of states to veto action  

· The UN should strengthen its ability to draw together influence from regional political structures such as the EU, ASEAN and the African Union

· A debate needs to be had about the role of Europe's representation on the Security Council. Would EU states be better represented by scrapping the permanent seats of Britain and France and replacing them with an EU seat? 

· Considering the general mood throughout the EU and the weakened British influence after the European elections, we do not believe that a EU-membership for Turkey is likely within the foreseeable future. A debate must be had about better representation of the Islamic world within the UN, and given Turkey's geopolitical importance, (and potential accession to the EU) strengthening of its international role must be considered.
Future Meetings: 

Monday 22nd June- Middle East  

Speaker- Dr Tony Klug from the Oxford Research Group
Assessing our economical and political relations with key players in the Middle East. How do we frame our approach to stability in the region? How do we re-stabilize what was once a prosperous part of the world? How do we rethink our approach to conflict resolution? What can we learn from the legacies of other conflicts and how should this shape our future approach?
Monday 6th July- New Methods of Interventionism
New methods of interventionism-how do we stabilize the worlds poorest regions and help combat terrorism at its roots?  

Tuesday 21st July- Global Resource Security  

Securing an equitable distribution of global resources, tackling resource decline, and assessing our relations with volatile states and their resources. 




